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VERDICT

It’s no 400 Blows, but Criterion has 
nevertheless turned The Last Metro 
into another excellent Blu-ray.

FEATURE
EXTRAS

PICTURE
AUDIO

★★★★★
★★★★★
★★★★★
★★★★★

★★★★★

The bookend pop-up book sequences are one of 
the few novel moments in a lacklustre tale.

French archive material (with English 
subtitles) featuring Truffaut and 
Depardieu, along with a fascinating 
interview with cinematographer Néstor 
Almendros. Best of all, though, is 
the short fi lm ‘Une Histoire D’eau’; a 
collaboration with Jean-Luc Godard 
that predates The 400 Blows by a year.

It’s becoming a cliché, but this 
is another excellent Blu-ray from 
Criterion. If only they were Region Free.
DARRAN JONES

Detail throughout The Last Metro is 
wonderful, with brickwork, fabric 

and skin instantly standing out.
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The vibrancy and clarity of the gumballs in this scene is a highlight.

halves of the divide and proves to be 
a bland piece of entertainment for 
children and adults alike.

Adam Sandler’s shtick wore thin 
long ago, but here he unleashes it 
full force on a whole new audience; 
and while this tale of a school in peril 
and bedtime stories coming to life 
demands attention during the vibrant 
and occasionally well-crafted fantasy 
sequences, these are too few and VERDICT

A children’s fi lm with little 
imagination or fl air is presented on 
a disc that offers far more than its 
content deserves.

FEATURE
EXTRAS

PICTURE
AUDIO

★★★★★
★★★★★
★★★★★
★★★★★

★★★★★

GOOD CHILDREN’S FILMS are 
hard to get right. Speak down to your 
audience and you risk alienating any 
adults watching while providing empty, 
vacuous thrills for younger viewers. On 
the other hand, lazy references to more 
adult fare, meant as a knowing wink to 
otherwise bored parents, are likely to 
fl y over the head of kids and just annoy 
parents. Bedtime Stories achieves the 
rare feat of failing to appeal to both 

FEATURE DETAILS  Release date: Out now Director: Adam Shankman Cast: Adam Sandler, Keri 
Russell, Guy Pearce, Russell Brand Cert: PG Distributor: Walt Disney Home Entertainment Year 

made: 2008 Running time: 99 mins  DISC DETAILS  Audio: DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 Visual: 2.35:1 Number of 
discs: 3 Layers: Dual-layer Region free: No Price at DVDWorldUSA.com: £19.99  EXTRAS  ‘Until Gravity Do Us Part’ 
(4 mins) (HD) • ‘To All The Little People’ (5 mins) (HD) • ‘It’s Bugsy’ (4 mins) (HD) • Out-takes (7 mins) (HD) • Deleted 
Scenes (10 mins) (HD) • Trailers (HD) • BD-Live • D-Box Enhanced • Digital Copy • DVD Copy

far between to keep even the most 
forgiving viewer involved throughout.

It’s in these scenes, however, that 
the disc is given a chance to shine. 
While a somewhat oversaturated 
presentation means the AVC-encoded 
transfer doesn’t quite rank up there 
with Disney’s work on Enchanted or 
Pirates Of The Caribbean, the vivid 
colour palette and solid blacks are 
astounding and much better than a 
fi lm of this quality deserves.

Likewise, the DTS-HD delivers 
where it matters with the lossless 
mix announcing each new fantasy 
sequence with suitable bombast, but 
a forgettable soundtrack and some 
muffl ed dialogue lets the side down.

All-too-brief extras are somewhat 
made up for by the inclusion of a digital 
copy and a DVD copy of the fi lm on 
separate discs, but it’s unlikely you’ll 
want that much fl exibility with such a 
characterless and below average fi lm.
JORDAN FARLEY

HIGH DEFINITION REVIEW  ISSUE NINETEEN

French beauty Catherine Deneuve is one of those rare actresses who 
actually looks better under high-definition’s unwavering gaze.

FEATURE DETAILS  Release date: Out now Director: François Truffaut Cast: Gérard Depardieu, 
Catherine Deneuve, Jean Poiret Cert: PG Distributor: Criterion Year made: 1980 Running time: 131 

mins  DISC DETAILS  Audio: PCM French Monaural (with English subtitles) Visual: 1.66:1 Number of discs: 1 
Layers: Dual-layer Region free: No Price at DVDWorldUSA.com: £21.99  EXTRAS  Audio Commentary By Annette 
Insdorf, Author Of François Truffaut • Audio Commentary With Gérard Depardieu, Historian Jean-Pierre Azéma And 
Truffaut Biographer Serge Toubiana • Deleted Scene (5 mins) • ‘Les Nouveax Rendez-Vouz’ (11 mins) • ‘Passez Donc 
Me Voir’ (6 mins) • ‘Working With Truffaut: Néstor Almendros’ (28 mins) • ‘Performing The Last Metro’ (15 mins) • 
‘Visualizing The Last Metro’ (10 mins) • ‘Une Histoire D’eau’ (12 mins) • Theatrical Trailer

The newly restored transfer looks 
stunning, giving Truffaut’s tale of life in 
occupied France a vibrant image that 
bursts with life. The MPEG-4-encoded 
transfer features a fi ne layer of grain, 
but this only enhances the overall fi lmic 
look, while edge enhancement and 
artefacts are nowhere to be seen. It’s 
also rich in detail with close-ups and 
fabrics being particularly pleasing on 
the eye. It falls just short of perfection 
due to moments of softness, but this 

FRANÇOIS TRUFFAUT’S THE 
Last Metro might not be up to the 
standard of his triumphant The 400 
Blows, but it remains an important slice 
of French cinema.

Realising this, Criterion’s latest 
Blu-ray release is an impressive effort 
that not only makes the previous DVD 
transfers look absolutely archaic but 
proves once again just how important 
the American publisher is becoming 
to Blu-ray.

CRITERION’S FINE RUN OF FORM CONTINUES
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MORE OF
THE SAME
THE PRINCESS 
BRIDE
One of the most inspired 
and enjoyable children’s 
fi lms of all time and, unlike 
Bedtime Stories, just as 
much fun for parents as 
for children.

CHILDREN’S FANTASY FILM THAT FAILS TO CAPTURE THE MAGIC

MORE OF
THE SAME
THE 400 BLOWS
Truffaut’s fi nest fi lm 
gets treated to a 
fantastic transfer, a solid 
soundtrack and some 
truly informative and 
entertaining extras. 
Another dazzling effort 
from Criterion.

BEDTIME STORIES

THE LAST METRO

is otherwise a remarkable 
effort by Criterion.

Audio, however, 
fares less well, although 
Criterion has done the 
best it can with the 
authentic monaural track. 
Dialogue is crystal clear 
and there’s very little of 
the crackle and hiss that 
accompanies similar 
mono efforts. All in all it’s 
as good as you could 
possibly expect.

Complementing 
Criterion’s excellent 

presentation is a selection of great 
extras that are short in length but 
worth their weight in gold. Two 
commentaries give an amazingly 
in-depth look into The Last Metro’s 
production, while there’s some great 

IMPORT

IMPORT
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