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››› Travolta plays 
Ryder, the leader of 
the hijackers. He’ll 
have to do a lot to 
live up to Robert 
Shaw’s understated 
portrayal of the 
original’s Mr Blue.

››› The command 
centre is the hub 
of operations for 
Washington’s Lt 
Garber as he tries to 
stop a runaway train 
full of hostages being 
held for ransom.

››› Transformers 
star John Turturro 
is on hand to help, 
but only Garber has 
the wits to outsmart 
Travolta’s criminal 
mastermind before 
it’s too late.

››› It isn’t long before 
the action moves 
above ground with 
Garber trailing Ryder, 
a welcome breath 
of fresh air after the 
drama of the murky 
New York subway.

››› Tony Soprano 
turns up as the no-
doubt-useless mayor 
of the Big Apple. Who 
needs politicians 
when you’ve got 
Denzel on the 
case, though?

››› Tony Scott’s 
frenetic direction 
promises to give 
the movie’s action 
scenes an explosive, 
albeit headache-
inducing, sense 
of style.

››› We look at the trailer for Tony Scott’s remake of The Taking Of 
Pelham 1 2 3, on Yahoo.com, with Travolta and Denzel going head-
to-head amid a train hijack on the New York subway.
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››› Denzel’s Garber 
eventually manages 
to catch up with 
Ryder on a wind-
swept New York City 
bridge – will justice 
finally be served in 
this dramatic finale?

ON THE UP
››› HD DVD MAY just be a distant memory, 
but Toshiba UK is looking to the future with the 
recent announcement that it’s now only trailing 
Samsung in the domestic PC monitor and TV 
market, bumping Sony off second spot. The news 
comes following Toshiba’s rollercoaster 2008, 
which saw its own high-defi nition disc format die a 
death, as well as fourth quarter operating losses. 
The managing director of Toshiba UK, Andy Bass, 
said: “12 months ago our TV business was at 
the lowest point ever, at just 3.4 per cent. Since 
then we have managed to deliver the ultimate on-
demand experience throughout the whole of our 
products.” He also added: “Our fi gures show that 
we are now bigger than Sony in the UK, and we 
hope to keep this going.”

Toshiba has also been proactive in its global 
business operations, with reports circulating that 

the company will assume full control of its LCD 
panel production partnership with Panasonic, 
who owns a 40 per cent stake in the venture which 
produces medium to small-sized screens for 
products including laptops and phones. ■

TOSHIBA MAKES STRIDES IN THE UK

BBC HD has begun broadcasting the maximum schedule permitted by 
the BBC Trust, with nine hours of HD content a day. It now commences 
programming from 4pm to between 12.30 and 1.30 each night, seven 
days a week. Channel head Danielle Nagler added that special events 
will continue to feature extended coverage, and viewers should be 
prepared for a number of new developments. “With a new scheduling 
team on board we’ll be making some changes over the coming 
months, which I’d hope can plan your time with the channel,” she said. 
“It’s tricky as we’re juggling programmes from across BBC channels, 
and trying to follow their schedules and broadcast programmes at 
the same time where it makes most sense to do so.” Nagler also 
implied that sacrifi ces would need to be made to get the best content 
on to the channel, “getting some of the programmes I think need 
to move into HD may mean a slight shake-up of things that have 
featured in the past. Hopefully you’ll agree with the choices, but as 
one example there’ll be no Chelsea Flower Show this year in HD.”
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MORE HD ON TV

NETFLIX GOES FROM 
STRENGTH TO STRENGTH
››› US ‘RENTAILER’ NETFLIX reached a 
new milestone last month, when the company 
announced it had delivered its two billionth disc 
– a Blu-ray copy of Nick And Norah’s Infi nite 
Playlist. Netfl ix launched in 1999   and now ships 
around 2 million discs a day to over 10 million 
subscribers, from its library of 100,000 titles 
– 1,300-plus of which are available on Blu-ray.

Netfl ix also announced that almost 1 million 
of its customers opted to receive HD titles, which 
may have prompted the company to introduce a 
recent 20 per cent price increase in fees for Blu-
ray customers, which the company says will be 
used to increase its BD library and keep up with 
the additional costs associated with the format. ■
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